182                                 Henry 17                               PART

of the Flemings. Neither the feudal levies, which were un-
manageable and precarious, nor the mercenaries, who were
intolerable to the people, were available for the purposes served
by the ancient national militia ; and thai body, which was
the armed English people, had subsisted side by side with the
county court and hundred court through the Norman period.
It was this force which William Riifus had brought to the
seaside for compulsory service, and had there released on the
payment of the sum given to each man by his shire to pro-
vide him with necessaries during the campaign ; and which,
fighting under the banner of Archbishop Thurstan, who had
called up every parish priest at the head of his parishioners,
had won the battle of the Standard : the same force in 1173
had been out in Yorkshire in conjunction with the loyal
barons, and had successfully resisted the- Scottish invasion.

The Assize of Arms was a measure not peculiar to Kngland,1
but its effect in England was to re-create and re-arm this
ancient force. The effect of the scutages in commutation of
personal service was to diminish tlie military force; under the
influence of the barons, providing the king with mercenaries
for his foreign wars : the Assize of Arms was intended to
create a force for national defence, safer and more trustworthy
than the feudal levies. And this purpose it seems to have
answered; it was renewed or re-issued by Henry ITI in an
expanded form and in conjunction with the system of Watch
and Ward : and subsequent legislation by Kdward I in the
statute of Winchester, by Henry IV, Philip and Mary, and
James I, has brought it down, in principle, to our own times
as the militia. The importance of the Assize as illustrating the
customary use of recognition by jury for the purpose of
taxation, and the growing tendency to connect local and central
administration, depends chiefly on Article 9. The occurrence

1 It was applied to his continental possessions by Henry II in i itti,
and was immediately imitated by Pliilip Augustus and Philip of Inlanders
(Benedictu$> i. 269-70).